SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY
April 12,2026

Director of Religious Education: Sherry Headlee |

Serving the Missions of:
Buena Vista, Cafoncito, Chacon. Cleveland, El Carmel,
Golondrinas, Guadalupita, Holman, La Cueva, Ledoux,
Lucero, Monte Aplanado, Ojo Feliz, Rainsville, Santiago,
Turquillo
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St Gertrude the Grea

Catholic Church
Served by the Society of Our Lady
of the Most Holy Trinity, S.O.L.T
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Pastor: Fr. Dale Craig, S.0.L.T.

Deacon Cristobal Eloy Roybal
Deacon Clarence Montoya: O.C.L.A
Administrative Assistant: Angelica Lujan

P.O. Box 599, Mora, New Mexico 87732
Phone: 575.387.2336

Office Hours: Monday — Thursday
10 am —12 Noon, 1 pm — 3 pm

Website: www.stgertrudesmora.org
Email: stgertrudes aa@gmail com

Saturday & Sunday Masses

Weekday Masses

* Monday—Friday: 7:30AM
* Saturday: 8AM
Saturday Vigil Masses

* Vigil Mass : 4:00PM
Sunday Masses

* Spanish Mass: 9:00AM
* English Mass: 11:00AM
* English Mass: 5:00PM
Confessions: Saturday: 3:00PM-4:00PM
Sunday: 30 minutes before all Masses

Celebration of Sacraments

Baptism: Parents may register their child for baptism at the
parish office. Please turn in necessary paperwork two (2)
weeks prior to class. Baptism Classes will be the 2nd
Tuesday of every month. Baptisms are done on the fourth
Sunday of the Month.

Marriage: Contact Parish Priest/Office at least six (6)
months before the proposed wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick: Contact the Parish Priest /Office
when a parishioner is seriously ill and/or is scheduled for
major surgery. Emergency phone-505-604-9778.
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Sunday Collection for

April 5,2026: $6,799.00
(Envelopes: $4.615.00 Loose: $2,184.00)
# Envelopes used: 110
Holy Thursday: $1,473.00
Good Friday: $1.472.00
Building Fund: $694.00
Thank you for your generosity!
God Bless You!

Altar Society: ..
April 13, 2026 :
Isabel Lopez/Rhonda Trambley

AT 12 PM IN WRITING, PLEASE!

DEADLINE FOR THE BULLETIN IS: TUESDAY i

|

2026 Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA)

UPDATE:

St. Gertrude Goal: $17.000.00

Pledged to date: $10.164.00
Paid as of 02/28/26: $7.414.00
# of Participating Families: 48

If you haven’t done your Annual Catholic Appeal yet, now
is the perfect time to get it in. This year our goal is
$17,000.

We continue to ask you to pray over the pledge for the
2026 ACA Campaign “Fearless in Faith, Boundless in
Love”. You can mail it in or drop it off at the Parish
Office.




SATURDAY— April 11

4PM Mass

+ Feliberto Casias (B-day) /by the family
+ Fermin, Rudy, Fred & Corrine Romero /by Edmond & Margie Romero
+ Elizardo Romero /by Edith Hawkins

Celebrant: Fr. Dale

SUNDAY—April 12 SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY

9AM Mass Celebrant: Fr. Dale

People of the Parish

X  Complete healing & speedy recovery for Jeremiah Duran /by Mom, Dad &
siblings

+ Viola & Margaret Kuehl /by David & Barbara Kuehl

X Peace on Earth! For health & well-being of our families /by Jimmy & Lucille
Sandoval

11AM Mass Celebrant: Fr. Dale

X Special Intention to IMI /by Martinez, Sandoval & Vigil families
X  Nessa, Aiden & Sharon Abeyta (B-days) /by Inez

+  Francisco Hurtado /by Elena, Marty Marrujo & family

SPM Mass
+ Elizardo Romero /by Edith Hawkins
*  Health of Jeremiah Duran, Roger Vigil & Margaret Duran /by Duran family
+ Alberto & Emma Salazar & Toni Bauske /by family

Acts 2:42-47 Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24 1 Pt 1:3-9 In 20:19-31

Celebrant: Fr. Dale

MONDAY— April 13 Saint Martin |, Pope, Martyr
Health of Jeremiah Duran /by family
Elizardo Romero /by Edith Hawkins
Steven Cordova, Antonio Urioste & Benjamin Vasquez /by Ray
Senaida, Eugenio & Johnny Martinez /by family

Acts 4:23-31 Ps 2:1-9 Jn 3:1-8

7:30AM Mass

+ 4+ %

SATURDAY— April 18

4PM Mass Celebrant: Fr. Dale

+ Francine M. Maes & departed family members /by Amy & May

% Health of Terri Romero-Valdez /by Edmond & Margie Romero

+  Lucia Trujillo (31st Anniv), Emilia & Melaquias Trujillo /by Mike
& Rosalita Benavidez

SUNDAY—April 19 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

9AM Mass Celebrant: Fr. Dale

X Complete healing & speedy recovery for Jeremiah Duran /by
Mom, Dad & siblings

+ Al 78 deceased family members of El Alto from 1965 to pre-
sent /by Ida Mora

=+ Chris, Johnny & Carlos Cisneros & Refufio Gallegos /by Si-
monita & Tony Cardenas

11AM Mass Celebrant: Fr. Dale

4+  Francisco Hurtado /by Elena, Marty Marrujo & family

+ Angie Martinez (1yr Anniv), Raymundo Martinez Jr. & Jerome
Alcon /by Lucille, Mario & Raymundo Melendez family

+ Maria Josefita Sanchez, Joe Montoya & Eddie Montoya /by
Estevan Sanchez

5PM Mass
People of the Parish
4+ Genaro, Trudy & Glenda Salazar /by family

Acts 2:14,22-33 Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11 1 Pt 1:17-21 Lk 24:13-35

Celebrant: Fr. Dale

TUESDAY- April 14
+  Elizardo Romero /by Edith Hawkins
+ Steven Cordova, Gabrielle Cordova & Benjamin Vasquez /by Ray
+ Carlos Lopez /by Louisa & Wilton Rogers

Acts 4:32-37 Ps93:1-2,5 Jn 3:7b-15

7:30AM Mass

WEDNESDAY— April 15 7:30AM Mass
*  Complete healing & recovery for Jeremiah Duran /by family
+ Steven Cordova, Antonio Urioste & Benjamin Vasquez
+ Maria Conchita Esquibel (Anniv), Lila, Jose Tomas & Amalia /by Danny &
Bernadette
X Healing for Olivia Borrego, Gertie Vicenti & Brian Townsend /by Maxine Maes
Acts 5:17-26 Ps 34:2-9 In 3:16-21

THURSDAY - April 16 7:30AM Mass
+ Phillip Bustos, Lorraine (Anniv) & Gilbert Medina /by Marsha & Richard
+ Forall souls in purgatary /by Louisa & Wilton Rogers
X Healing for Jeremiah Duran /by family

Acts 5:27-33 Ps 34:2,9,17-20 Jn 3:31-36

FRIDAY— April 17 7:30am MASS
=+ Steven Cordova (5th Anniv), Dcn Ray & Gabby Cordova /by Evelyn

+ Teresina Roper (Anniv) /by family

<+ Devin Candelaria /by Grandma Viola

Acts 5:34-42 Ps 27:1,4,13-14 Jn 6:1-15

The Reality of His Presence
You Can’t Stay at the Tomb

St Francis understood something many of us
miss: meeting the risen Christ is not just a
moment in history, it is a personal encounter
= that changes everything,

St Francis didn’t meet Christ in comfort or
certainty. He met Him in surrender: In the leper he embraced:
In the wounds he accepted: In the silence where his old life
died and a new one began.

The risen Christ is not found by returning to who we were but
by letting go of what keeps us from becoming who God is
calling us to be. Sometimes we stand at our own empty
tombs. places where something ended, where hope seemed
buried. And we search for answers in the past. trying to find
life among what is already gone.

But the message of Easter is this: He is not there. Christ is
already ahead of you. In the next step of obedience. In the act
of forgiveness you're avoiding. In the responsibility you've
been called to carry. In the quiet courage to begin again.

SATURDAY— April 18 8am MASS
% Brian Montoya, Cynthia Olivas & Fatima Armijo /by Maxine Maes

Acts 6:1-7 Ps 33:1-2,4-5,18-19 Jn 6:16-21

o Guadalupita Cemete

; Another year gone by. Time o
SN

4, Clean Up on our Cemetery. Pro-
-1 j\f 7~ posed clean up day is May 2nd,
Comerery  Starting at 8:30am or at your own
Cleanup Day  convenience. Lets prepare our
; cemetery for Memorial Day.

Thank you. Spread the word to family and friends.



Adoration Chapel: The Chapel is now open 24 hours. Anyone who wants to devote
an hour of adoration please contact Deacon Eloy at 505-948-6887 or Ellen Hagaman
505-504-4772.

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6PM in the Pastoral Center. Everyone Welcome.

Catechism: Classes are held on Tuesdays from 3:45 to 5pm at the Mora Elementary
School. Please make sure your child signs in at the baptismal font to show they
have attended Sunday mass. The First Holy Communion Retreat will be on
Saturday, April 25th. The First Holy Communion Mass will be on Sunday, April
26th at 11am.

Cemetery Plots: All plots need to be prearranged by Mission Mayordomos or the
Church Office. Also please clean & maintain your family member’s plot.

Charitable Giving: Charitable Giving is on Mondays from 10-12 & 1-3pm.

Commodities: The Commodities will be distributed on Tuesday. April 14th. [USDA
is an equal opportunity provider. employer. and lender|

Confirmation: Classes are held in the Pastoral Center on Mondays from 6 -7:30 pm.
Please make sure you sign in at the baptismal font to get credit for Sunday Mass.
The Confirmation Retreat is scheduled for April 17th & 18 at the Immaculate
Conception Parish in Las Vegas. The date for Confirmation is set for Monday,
May 4, 2026 at Our Lady of Sorrows at 6:30 pm.

Legion of Mary: The Legion of Mary meets every Tuesday at 9am in the Pastoral
Center. If your interested in joining the Legion please come and see what it’s all about.

Men’s Group: Men’s group meets the Ist and 3rd Wednesday of every month in the
Chapel at 7pm.

Music Ministry: The Music Ministry will meet every second Wednesday of the month
at 6pm in the Parish Hall. All Choir members please plan to attend. All interested in
music ministry are welcome.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA): OCIA classes are held at the
Pastoral Center on Tuesdays at 6 pm.

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Society will be praying the rosary at 8:30 on the first
Sunday of every month.

WINGS (Women In Need of God): The Wings group meets every Friday at 10am in
the Pastoral Center for faith and fellowship. Please join us.

We Pray for the Repose of the Soul of: Celina Garcia & Bernilda Marrujo

Ministry Schedule

April 18th 4pm
Lector: Gina Pacheco

Choir:
EU Ministers: Anabelle Lopez
Mavordomos: Mike & Ann Lewitke

April 19th 9am
Lectors: Sr. Mary Handmaid

Choir: Mi Seiiora de Guadalupe

Server:

EU Ministers: Dcn Eloy, Sr. Teresa, & Sr. Esperanza
Mayordomos: William & Monica Romero

April 19th 11am
Lector: Loretta Ashe

Choir:

Server:

EU Ministers: Patrick Ashe, Joann Martinez &
David Rael

Mavordomos: Garrick & Jessica Martinez

April 19th Spm
Lector: Joaquin Romero

Choir: St. Francis

Server:

EU Ministers: Anita Roybal
Mavordomos: Rafael & Lucia Lopez

Divine Mercy

Sunday

c“ternal . Father,

We would (ike to Congratulate the following OCIA students and sponsors on receiving
your Sacraments at the Easter Vigil. May God Bless you all as you continue your
walk with God.
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Fugene Abeyta (Confirmation) -Notdria Gonzales-
Lalo Alarcon (Confirmation) -Catherine Alarcon-
Ariana Garcia (First Fucharist & Confirmation) -Max Garcia-

Isaiah Leyba (Confirmation) -Dawn Escovedo-
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MORTUARY INC.
MARK ROGERS

6TH 8 REYNOLDS ABHE
LASVERE, R BT

Webste: ogreroriaym.con

The Best New York Style |
Pizza in New Mexico! |

‘ lﬂJl[ﬂ"tu ...working together to stay connected.

RURAL VELEPHONE COOPERATHE

Office: 575.387.2216
Fax: 575.387.9010 Mora, NM 87732
Toll Free: 1.800.742.7232 455 State Highway 518

http://www lajicarita.com

P.O. Box 269 200 Piara Street
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Care e S
We Provide the Care
You Need in Your Home! PO Box 240 575) 387-2205

|Mora, NM 87732 800-421-6773

Website: morasanmiguel.coop
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a STORE

L.J. PACHECO AUTO/TOWING
LLC

OPEN MON-FRI 8:00AM—s:00PM
SATURDAY 9:00AM—3:00PM

Store Business Phone [575)387-5444
LJ2000. PACHECO@YAHOO.COM
A“El’ Hnurs [(505)570-0545

CHACON BELTS AND BUCKLES

PO BOX 859, 2 Park Place,
Rociada, NM 87742

Roybal’s Septic Service &
Portable Toilet Rentals
Hand Wash Units

Please Support Our

Advertisers
Bruce Erickson

Adrian Roybal, Owner
505.454.1196
Office:505-425-5407  Cell: 505-617-5658
website: www roybal-septic.com

Fax: 1-844-307-5249

Owned & Operated by
Michael & Veronica Serna
505-617-5062
Providing fresh, local grown produce. honey, eggs
and beef--all free of GMOs, antibiotics. hormones,
pesticides/chemicals or other unnatural additives.
Eggs and Beef are certified by AWA (Animal
Welfare Approved)

unnatural additives . Eges and Beef are certified
by AWA (Animal Welfare

L
ELECTRICIAN
SERVICE

DIAMOND @ :

EYER R iR CUSTOM WELDING &'Fé}

INSURED & BONDED
LICENSE #407250
COMMERCIAL

= Approved)
RESIDENTIAL contact Us : ;:5':;33‘8140 PO Box 134, Buena Vista, New
+1(505) a29-911 S Mexico

VOVELECTRICHM COM
VOVELECTRICGGMAIL.COM

PACHECO

Gravel Products LLC

575-447-3604

| ROAD BUILDING DOZER BLADING
BACKHOE TRUCKING HAULING

P.0. Box 435 mora, NM B7732
1-800-748-2240
martinezpropanecompany.com
Seorvice is our Business

| Natasha Abeyta, Nessa Abeyta, Robert Abbott, Michael Alexander, Patsy Aguilar, Cornelio Aragon, Ron Archuleta, Teresita Archuleta,

Prayer List

Frances Aragon, Robert Archuleta, Isaac Avilucia, Marciana Baca, Carlos Barboa, Clara Bartlett, Michael Benavidez, Bert Berg, Angela Berry,
Bella Blea, Bolte family, Jesse D. Bommersbach, Aaliyah Bustos, Salomon Bustos, Clorinda Casados, Evangelina Casaus, Rolanda
Cisneros, Emestine Coleman, Manuelito Cordova, Margaret Cordova, Theodora Cordova, Jose Olmedo Cruz, Priscilla Cruz, Liz DeHerrera,
Oscar Roy Doster, Isaac Duran, Jazzlyn Duran, Jeremiah Duran, Thomas W. Duran, Ulysses Duran, Velma Duran, Jacob Espinoza, Johnny
Espinoza, Jennie Fresquez, Lisa Gallegos, Christine Garcia, Ethan J. Garcia, Juanita Gomez, Tom Gonzales, Walter Gonzales, Brayden
Graston, Bridget Griego, MaryAnn Griego, Roxanne Griego, Olivama Gutierrez, Rolanda Gutierrez, Suzanne Hatch, Tom Headlee, Elaine
Herrera, Eddie Holguin, Andy Jaramillo, Emilia Jaramillo, Pedro Jaramillo, James Johnson, Connie Krusemark, Isaiah Lovato, Michael Lova-
to, Angie Lucero, Lawrence Lucero Jr., Arjay Lujan, Lynn Lujan, Rosemary Lujan, Arthur and Angie Madrid, Debbie Maes, Roque Maes,
Addie Maestas, Patricia Mascarenas, Albert Martinez, Beatrice Martinez, Frances Martinez, James Martinez, Jennifer E. Martinez, Jimmy
Martinez, Lucille Martinez, Mario A. Martinez, Pat Martinez, Shallama Martinez, Frank Medina, Barbara Merkel, Barry Merkel Jr., Carmen
Melendez, Kateri Melendez, Raymundo Melendez, Dakota Miller, Loretta Molinar, Alexis Montoya, Ben Montoya, Leo Montoya, Nazario
Montoya, James Olivas, Mary Osuchowski, Cathy Pacheco, Michael D. Padilla, Alicia Pope, Monica Quintana, Margaret Rael, Erica Ramirez,
Marilee Rivas, Gloria Rodriquez, Edulia M. Romero, Amos Romero, Angie Romero, Annabelle Romero, Denise Romero, Emelia Romero,
Frank Romero, Jerry Romero, Joseph Romero, Kafie Romero, Manuel Romero, Margaret Romero, Alice Romo, Jack Rousseau, Deacon Eloy
Roybal, Irvin Salcido, Evelyn Sanchez, Femando Sanchez, Gabriel Sanchez, Bill Shomaker, Lucia Sisneros, Shanna Sorrentino, Connie
Thomburg, Juan Torres, Praxedes Trambley Il, Benancio Trujillo, Benjamin Trujillo, Florence & Michael Trujillo, Ruby Truijillo, Larry Valdez,
Nellie Valdez, Marian Valles, Jeri Lynn Warren, Karen White, Ruth Valencia, Alice Vasquez, Florentino Vasquez, Audra & Lorenzo Vigil, Floyd
Vigil, Eufracio Vigil, Robert J. Vigil, Robert Warren, Angela Witte




2026 SUMMER MISSION MASS CALENDAR

DATE MISSION DATE MISSION
4:00 PM
05/02/26 CANONCITO FUNCION 08/15/26 | SANTIAGO ALTO TALCO MASS
05/09/26 LEDOUX FUNCION 08/22/26 HOLMAN MASS
05/16/26 OJO FELIZ FUNCION 08/29/26 LA CUEVA MASS
05/23/26 LUCERO FUNCION 09/05/26 MONTE APLANADO FUNCION
05/30/26 GOLONDRINAS FUNCION 09/12/26 TURQUILLO MASS
06/06/26 CLEVELAND FUNCION 09/19/26 CHACON MASS
06/13/26 HOLMAN FUNCION 09/26/26 LA CUEVA FUNCION
06/20/26 RAINSVILLE FUNCION 10/03/26 TURQUILLO FUNCION
06/27/26 0OJO FELIZ MASS 10/10/26 RAINSVILLE MASS
07/04/26 CHACON FUNCION 10/17/26 EL CARMEN MASS
07/11/26 EL CARMEN FUNCION 10/24/26 LEDOUX MASS
07/18/26 | MONTE APLANADO MASS 11/15/26 ST. GERTRUDE FUNCION
07/25/26 [SANTIAGO ALTO TALCO FUNCION 12/12/26 GUADALUPITA FUNCION
08/01/26 CLEVELAND MASS
08/08/26 GUADALUPITA MASS

MASSES @ 4 PM BEGINNING 05/02/26

The Saturday Vigil Masses will be transferred to our Missions.

FUNCION'S ARE IN RED
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Discovering }To—pe and joy in the Catholic faith.

April 2026

y One Minute

Meditations

St. Anselm of Canterbury

Born in Aosta, Italy, he attended a
Benedictine school as a youth. After
traveling around France and Italy
for his studies, St. Anselm entered
the Benedictine Order. When the
current Archbishop of Canterbury
died, Anselm, who by then was a
Benedictine abbot, was promoted
as Canterbury’s new Archbishop. St
Anselm navigated church reforms,
theological study, and political
tensions. He was exiled for resisting
the king's interference in Church
matters but was allowed to return in
peace.

Glorious wounds

Every Easter, we celebrate that
Jesus definitively conquered sin,
evil and death. God, not evil, has
“the last laugh.” Yet, He still has
His wounds. The Resurrection
transformed what were wounds
of rejection into glorious trophies
- proof of His love, power, and
trustworthiness as our Savior.
When we encounter difficulty, even
great suffering, we can look to the
glorious wounds of our Savior with
hope. If we stay close to Him, we'll
be victorious too.

“It comes down to this: If Jesus
didn’t rise from the dead, then
Christianity is a fraud and a sham. If
He did rise from the dead, then He

is who He said He is, and our lives
must change accordingly. Thereis |
no middle ground.” {

Bishop Robert Barron i

St. Gertrude the Great Catholic Church

Father Dale Craig, S.0.L.T., Pastor

Don’t Just Celebrate Easter.
Step Into It.

At the heart of Christianity is not
just an idea or a rule of life, but an
encounter with the Risen Christ and
the new life of grace He offers. Easter
invites us to step into that life more
deliberately. Here are four simple ways
to begin:

Encounter the Risen Christ. Mary
Magdalene stood before Jesus and
didn't recognize Him until He spoke
her name (John 20:16), and her grief
became joy. That encounter is possible
for us. Come to Mass with intention.
Don't just attend—arrive expecting to
meet Him. Listen closely, pray honestly,
and remember that in the Eucharist,
Christ is truly present.

Practical step: Before Mass, pray, “Jesus,
help me recognize You today.”

Take an “Emmaus walk.” Two
disciples left Jerusalem discouraged, and
Jesus met them on the road. He helped
them to see God's faithfulness in their
lives. He can do the same for you. Take
time this Easter season for a quiet walk
with Him. Speak openly about what's

on your heart, and listen for His voice.

Practical step: Ask, "Lord, where have
You been at work in my life that I haven’t
seen?”

Choose mercy. Jesus gave His Apostles
the power to forgive sins (John 20:21-
23), ensuring His mercy would always
be available. We're called to receive it—

“Do not be afraid. Open wide the
doors for Christ.” John Paul Il

and extend it. Forgive, hold back harsh
words, and choose patience.

Practical step: Identify one situation
where you can offer a concrete act of mercy
this week.

Be open to mission. The Resurrection
sends us out. God still calls ordinary
people for His work. Your mission may
be simple: show patience, reach out, or
step up where needed.

Practical step: Ask, "Where am I being
nudged to act?” Then take one small step.

Easter isn't just celebrated—it’s lived,
one step at a time.

Wwhy DO
Catholics
Do That

The Resurrection is not only a matter
of faith; it has also been examined
through historical and forensic inquiry.

The New Testament accounts draw on

early eyewitness testimony, preserved
with notable consistency compared
to other ancient sources. The Shroud
of Turin has likewise been widely
studied, with some researchers noting

© Copyright 2026 Success Publishing & Medie, LLC All Rights Reserved

Why do Catholics believe
O in the Resurrection?

features consistent with a first-century
Roman crucifixion, while the image’s
formation remains unexplained. Finally,
despite intense early persecution,
Christianity spread rapidly, reflecting
the deep conviction of its first followers.
Together, these considerations suggest
the Resurrection is rooted in both faith
and historical reflection.

302088
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After Lent, the work begins

Pope Leo XIV described Lent as a time to “place the
mystery of God back in the center of our lives.” Yet the
growth in holiness and renewal of faith that begins in Lent is
meant to continue well beyond the season.

Keep custody of the heart. To guard the heart is to protect
it from whatever disrupts our relationship with God. It
means “allowing the word of God to touch our hearts
and welcoming it with a docile spirit.” The habits formed
during Lent can help sustain this: a daily Morning Offering,
reading the Gospel, or setting aside time to visit the Blessed
Sacrament. A healthy spiritual life depends on staying
connected to the God who loves us most.

Keep custody of the tongue. This is a form of fasting that

lasts all year. Pope Leo urges us to “disarm our language,”
avoiding harsh words and rash judgment. Refusing gossip
and slander is an act of self-denial. Instead, we are called to
measure our words and practice kindness and respect. This
simple discipline can bring new life not only to our own
hearts, but to those around us.

Keep custody of your time. What we give our time to
shapes who we become. It's easy to let our days fill with
noise, distraction, and busyness that leave little room for
God. Be intentional about how you spend your time. Protect
moments for prayer, rest, and what truly matters—your
family, your vocation, your relationship with the Lord. Even
small choices, repeated daily, create space for grace to grow.

from

cripture

In this passage, Jesus uses the image
of a shepherd to reveal who He is, how
He cares for us, and how He invites us
to respond. But why a shepherd?

In Jesus’ time, shepherding was a
demanding and often dangerous way of
life. A good shepherd knew each sheep
personally and remained constantly
with the flock. Many sheepfolds had
no gates; at night, the shepherd would
lie across the entrance, becoming the
barrier that protected the sheep from
danger. If a sheep was lost, injured,
or attacked, the shepherd would go
after it, tending to its wounds and, if

John 10:1-10, The Good
Shepherd seeks us

necessary, risking his own life.

The meaning is clear. Without the
steady care, guidance, and protection
of the shepherd, the sheep would not
survive, In the same way, we depend
on God. Jesus, our Good Shepherd,
knows each of us by name. He does
not abandon us. He seeks us out when
we are lost, heals us when we are
wounded, provides for our needs, and
protects us—even to the point of laying
down His life.

In response, He asks for our trust, so
that He may lead us safely home.

Feasts &
Celebrations

April 2 - Holy Thursday. Today,
we celebrate Jesus’ institution of the
Holy Eucharist and the Priesthood to
perpetuate it. Today, we celebrate He
who remains really present to us in the
Blessed Sacrament. Pray for priests.

April 12 - Divine Mercy Sunday. In
1931, Jesus appeared to St. Faustina
and asked that the Sunday after Easter
become the “Feast of Mercy.” Jesus
promised special graces to those who
honor Him as the King of Mercy and
pray The Chaplet of Divine Mercy.

April 17 - St. Stephen Harding
(1134). St. Stephen and two
companions founded the Cistercian
religious order in Citeaux. As abbot, he
guided the community through many
hardships. St. Bernard of Clairvaux and

several companions joined him and
revived the order. St. Stephen founded
twelve more religious communities
throughout France.

April 20 - St. Agnes of
Montepulciano (1317). At a young
age, she begged her parents to let her
enter the Frandscans. When she was
thirteen, the pope asked her to found a
monastery at Proceno. Inspired by a
vision, she founded a Dominican order
at Montepulciano.

April 30 - Pope St. Pius V (1572).
Born to a poor family in Italy, Antonio
Ghislieri became a Dominican, taught
theology, and became Pope Pius V. As
Pope, he established seminaries and
hospitals, and published the Roman
Catechism, Roman Breviary, and the
Missal. He promoted the praying of
the Rosary for the victory of Christian
forces at the Battle of Lepanto (1571).
He is also known for efforts to
implement the Council of Trent.

|
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3y Why Do Catholics eat
&; bacon on St. Mark’s
y feast day?

e

The Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist
(April 25) has become, for many
Catholics, a fitting day to enjoy bacon.
The Church has a long tradition of
honoring saints through liturgical
celebrations, local customs, and even
particular foods—practices that help
preserve our shared spiritual heritage
and remember their heroic witness.

In 828, Venetian merchants transferred
the relics of St. Mark from Alexandria,
Egypt, to Venice, Italy. To pass safely
through Muslim-controlled ports, they
hid the relics beneath layers of pork,

a meat considered undean under
Islamic law. According to tradition, port
officials, repelled by the cargo, chose
not to inspect it closely, allowing the
relics to reach Venice safely, where they
remain today. In remembrance of this
event, some Catholics mark his feast
day—or the anniversary of the relics’
arrival on January 31—Dby eating pork.

Honoring a saint’s relics is a tangible
expression of reverence, much like
placing flowers on the graves of fallen
soldiers. It reflects respect for their lives,
their witness, and their service to God.
Ultimately, in honoring the saints, we
honor the God who formed them.

faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.infaithpublishing.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible -

Revised)




